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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Taussig U.S. 
Patent No. 6,636,467. 

Regarding claim 1 and 16, Taussig discloses a disk-based data storage system, a method 
for synchronizing newly recorded data with previously recorded data (See col. 2, lines 1 1-28), 
comprising: 

measuring a first difference between a wobble reference signal and a read clock of 
previously recorded data (See col. 2, lines 1 1-28; col. 5, lines 47-57; Fig. 5-530); 

writing test data on a test track to measure a second difference between the wobble 
reference signal and the test data, the test data written synchronous with a write clock (See col. 5, 
lines 58-63; Fig. 5-540,542) 
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determining a delay offset by comparing the first difference and the second difference 
using the wobble reference signal, such that an appropriate delay offset is calculated utilizing 
only said wobble reference signal, said read clock of previously recorded data and said test data; 
and writing new data using the write clock and the delay offset such that the new data is 
synchronized with the previously recorded data (See col. 5, line 64 to col. 6 line 21; Fig. 5- 
544,546,548,550; col. 7, line 31 to col. 8, line 24; Figure 7) 

Regarding claim 2, Taussig discloses writing the test data to the test track (See col. 5, 
lines 58-63; Fig. 5-540,542) 

with the delay offset set to zero (See col. 5, lines 36-45); 

reading the test data from the test track; subtracting the first difference from the second 
difference to determine the delay offset for the write clock calibration delay (See col. 5, line 58 
to col. 6 line 21; Fig. 5-544,546,548,550) 

Regarding claim 3, Taussig discloses inserting the delay offset into a wobble-to-laser 
path to cause the new data to have a same epoch as the previously recorded data (See col. 5, line 
64 to col. 6 line 21; Fig. 5-548). 

Regarding claim 4, Taussig discloses the step of checking whether an error value is 
within predetermined limits, wherein the error value is the difference between the first difference 
the second difference (See col. 5, line 64 to col. 6 line 21; Fig. 5-544,546,548,550). 
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Regarding claim 5, Taussig discloses adjusting the write clock in accordance with the 
error value, if the error value is outside the predetermined limits (See col. 5, line 64 to col. 6 line 
21; Fig. 5-548). 

Regarding claims 6-10 and 11-15, apparatus claims 6-10 and 1 1-15 are drawn to 
apparatus for performing the corresponding method claims 1-5 and 16. Therefore claims 6-10 
and 11-15 correspond to the method claims 1-5 and 16 and are rejected for the same reasons of 
anticipation as outlined above. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 09/30/2005 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

In regard to Applicant's response to the rejection of claims 1-16, as unpatentable over 
Taussig, Applicants argues that Taussig does not disclose or suggest determining a delay offset 
by using the wobble reference signal, such that an appropriate delay offset is calculated utilizing 
only, said wobble reference signal, said read clock of previously recorded data and said test data. 

The Examiner disagrees with applicants assertion, because Taussig measures a first 
difference/ (time offset/ phase difference) between a wobble reference signal (1)", which is the 
signal outputted from clock channel "484" in Fig. 4b (See col. 5, lines 17-21, lines 52-54; Fig. 
4b) and a read clock of previously recorded data (2) ("calibration data sequence"), which is "data 
previously recorded" on the disk, is then read from the data channel "482" in Fig. 4b, and the 
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first difference/(time offset/ phase difference) between a wobble reference signal and the read 
clock of previously recorded data/("calibration data sequence previously") is obtained, in steps 
"520" to "530" of Fig. 5, (See col. 5, lines 35-57), 

Tausing measures writes test data on a test track to measure a second difference between 
the wobble reference signal (1) and the test data (3), the test data written synchronous with a 
write clock (See col. 5, lines 58-63; Fig. 5-540,542) 

And, determines a delay offset by comparing the first difference and the second 
difference, utilizing only three signals measurements , 

(1) the wobble reference signal 

(2) the read clock of previously recorded data 

(3) the clock of the test data 

as described in col. 5, line 64 to col. 6 line 21; Fig, 5-544,546,548,550; col. 7, line 31 to 
col. 8, line 24 ; Figure 7) 

Conclusion 

This is a continuation of applicant's earlier Application No. 09/92,3737. All claims are 
drawn to the same invention claimed in the earlier application and could have been finally 
rejected on the grounds and art of record in the next Office action if they had been entered in the 
earlier application. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL even though it is a first 
action in this case. See MPEP § 706.07(b). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
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MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no, however, 
event will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of 
this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jorge L. Ortiz-Criado whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7624. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thu.(8:30 am - 6:00 pm),Alternate 
Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wayne R. Young can be reached on (571) 272-7582. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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